Distributed in the U.S. and Canada by the American Committee for Liberkesden. Bf ARY j — 


1657 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 

The Institute for the Study of the USSR is a free corporation of scholars who have left the Soviet Union. Its purpose is to 

make available to the Free World analyses of contemporary events and detailed studies of various aspéets of ‘the Soviet 

system by persons who know the system intimately. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect views or policies 
of the Institute. 


No. 24, 1959/60 


GS March 


Outline of Reference Paper On: 


ROLE OF THE PRESS ORGAN OF THE UNDECLARED COMINTERN 


In September, 1958, after conferences in Prague earlier in that year which 
were attended by Soviet and other Communist bloc officials responsible for 
coordinating Party policy and propaganda, a new magazine, Problems Of Peace 
And Socialism, commenced publication in the Czech capital. Printed in nineteen 
different languages, including English, the new publication was apparently designed 
to serve as a forum in which problems and theories common to the entire Communist 
world could be discussed. It was hoped, seemingly, that such debate would help to 
re-create a sense of fundamental unity within the Communist world that has been 
conspicuous by its absence since Khrushchev's speech at the Twentieth Party 
Congress in 1956 admitting the crimes of Stalin unleashed powerful centrifugal 
forces in the Communist world that have not yet played themselves out. No such 
central sounding board had existed in the Communist bloc since the official 
abolition of the Comintern (1943) and the Cominform (1956) and their various 
press organs. 


After eighteen months of the magazine's existence, certain interesting 
observations can’ be made. For example, non-Soviet contributors have generally 
been much more notable people than their Soviet counterparts. They have often 
included world-famous Communist figures, while the Soviet writers, whether 
Party officials or Marxist theoreticians, have almost always been little known persons. 
Also it is perhaps significant that foreign contributors have not hesitated to 
disagree with Khrushchev and the Soviet Central Committee on various questions. 
Apparently Problems of Peace And Socialism is no mere propaganda mouthpiece 
for the Kremlin leaders. 
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ROLE OF THE PRESS ORGAN OF THE UNDECLARED COMINTERN 


In its issues for October 4, ll, and 18,1959, the Yugoslav Communist 
Party newspaper Borba (Struggle) carried an article by Edvard Kardelj 
criticizing the role of the Comintern in the international Communist movement. 
Replying to this criticism, the journal Problems Of Peace And Socialism 
(December 1959), in an article entitled ''The Comintern under Judgment 

by E. Kardelj and Others", declared: 


The Comintern, as it were, embodied the collective mind 
of the international Communist movement.... For this reason, 
Communists now, decades later, do not throw bricks at it, as 
Kardelj is doing, but,while allowing for its mistakes, make use 
of its positive experience— its political heritage, which is durable 
because of its value (Ibid., December, 1959, p. 91). 


For obvious reasons, the journal, which is published in Prague, 
does not say who makes use of this ''positive experience" and ''durable 

heritage", but the manner in which this publication first appeared and the 
nature of its contents answer this question clearly. 


--Goals of Prague's International Journal-- 


The magazine has been in existence since August, 1958. It comes out 
in nineteen languages --- Albanian, Bulgarian, Chinese, Czech, Dutch, 
English, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Mongolian, 
Polish,, Rumanian, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, and Vietnamese. It calls 
itself a "theoretical and informative journal of Communist and Workers' 
Parties, '' and is issued under the auspices of the Central Committees of 
"several dozen'' Communist Parties throughout the world. According to 

the Prague paper Rude Pravo, Workers' Truth, (August 28, 1958), its 
editorial committee consists of representatives of these parties. Its aims, 

as described by Communist sources, are as follows: 
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1. To promote the international Communist movement: 


purpose as that of helping to strengthen the unity of all peaceloving 
and democratic forces, to develop contacts and cooperation between 
Communist and Socialist Parties, and as that of propagating the 
principles of proletarian internationalism which the advanced 
workers of all countries hold sacred, the principles of friendship 
and cooperation between peoples. (Problems Of Peace And 
Socialism, English edition, No. 1, September 1958, p. 6. 

Italics in original. ) 


The journal Problems Of Peace And Socialism sees its 


2. To stand guard against "heresies": 


The journal.. will propagate and further examine questions of 
Marxist-Leninist theory...(Rude Pravo, August 28, 1958). 


The journal Problems Of Peace And Socialism considers 
it its paramount duty to fight against all expressions of bourgeois 
ideology and first of all against revisionism, the main danger . 
to the Communist movement in present-day conditions. (Problems 
Of Peace And Socialism, No.1, September, 1958, p.5., Italics 
in original). 


3. To strengthen Communist influence on the general mass of people 
in all countries and mobilize them for the final destruction of capitalism and 
imperialism, to discuss practical means for effecting the transition from 
capitalism to socialism in individual countries as well as on a worldwide 
scale, and to deal with questions of the strategy of the world Communist 
movement: 


The journal will publish articles devoted to questions of 
the strategy and tactics of the world Communist movement.... 
In accordance with the inner iaws of its development, imperialism 
is proceeding toward its final loss of power in the world, but it 
will not cease to exist automatically, nor will it leave the world 
arena willingly (Rude Pravo, August 28, 1958). 


In his leading article in the journal's first issue (September 1958) , 
Antonin Novotny, First Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, made it clear that it would be a great 
mistake to identify the struggle for socialism with that for peace. 
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It is highly enlightening to compare the aims of this journal with 
those of the Cominform, which was abolished in April 1956. The Cominform's 
aims were set forth in the issue for April 7, 1956, of its paper For A 
Lasting Peace, For A People's Democracy, published in Pucharest under 
the editorship of the Soviet theoretician Pavel Yudin: 


The Infcrmburo and its press organ For A Lasting Peace, 
For A People's Democracy, have played a positive role in 
developing and strengthening brotherly links between the Communist 
and workers Parties and in dealing with questions of Marxist- 
Leninist theory as applied to the concrete conditions of individual 
countries and the experience of the international Communist workers! 
movement. 


Evidently, the duties of the editors of Problems Of Peace And 
Socialism are much wider in scope than those of the old Cominform and 
its newspaper. 


--CP Conferences Preceded Magazine's Founding-- 


The manner in which the forthcoming appearance of the new journal 
was first announced is curicus. On March 10,1958, the Neue Zurcher 
Zeitung reported that three days previously a conference of Communist 
Parties had opened in Prague to discuss the establishment of a "new 
journal of international Communism" to replace the Cominform's paper 
(closed down in 1956). It was not, however, until nearly six months later, 
on August 28, 1958, that Pravda announced that the conference had taken 
place and that it had decided to publish a journal. Whiie the conference 
was taking place, nothing at ell was said about it in the Communist press—- 
not even in the USSR 87d Czechoslovakia. 


On March 15, 1958, a few days after its first report, the Neue 
Zurcher Zeitung published a report from its Vienna correspondent 
that a conference of representatives from the Party Central Committees 
of the USSR, China, the East European satellites, France , Italy and Austria 
had taken place on March 7 and 8, 1958, at the headquarters of the 
Czechoslovak Party Central Committee. This report also gave the correct 
title of the new journal——-- several months before its first issue came out. 
It stated that the conference had been attended by Mikhail A. Suslov, Petr N. 
Pospelov and Fedor V. Konstantinov, who represent "rightist, '' and 
"Stalinist views, and that Suslov had previously visited France and Pospelov 
Italy for talks about the forthcoming Prague conference. The report stated 
that the Prague conference had discussed both the publication of a new journal 
and the question of how to bring''conservative France" into the world 
Communist movement. 
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The Prague conference was preceded by a great deal of activity 
among the leaders of the Communist Parties concerned. Plenary sessions 
of the respective Party Central Committees were held toward tne end of 
February, 1958. At about the same time, First Secretary of the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers' Party Janos Kadar visited Bucharest and the Deputy 
Editor of Pravda, Y. Frantsev, together with a delegation of Soviet 
journalists and others, visited Poland. There he had talks with Central 
Committee members responsible for propaganda and foreign policy and 
met Gomulka. On March 1, 1958, First Secretary of the Communist Party 
of Bulgaria Todor Zhivkov and Chairman of the Bulgarian Council of 
Ministers Anton Yugov arrived in Prague . During the iatter half 
of February, 1958, a Soviet delegation consisting of Pospelov,editor-in-chief 
of the journal Kommunist Aleksei M. Rumyantsev,and Central Committee 
member Boris N. Ponomarev, whose responsibilities then included relations 
between Communist Parties and with the international workers' movement, 
visited Italy and had talks with Palmiro Togliaiti. At about the same time, 
Suslov, a member of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the USSR and the lasi head of the Cominform, spent several days 
in France, where he attended the funeral of Marcel Cachin, a former member 
of the French Party Central Committee, on behalf of the Soviet Party Central 
Committee and had talks with the leaders of the French Communist Party. . 


Finally, on July 10, 1958, Pravda published a TASS report about 
the forthcoming appearance of the journal Problems Of Peace And Socialism 
and gave details about subscriptions. 


--Bureau's Exact Composition Undetermined- - 


It is difficult to determine the exact composition of the bureau 
set up in Prague to coordinate the work of the various Communist Parties 
in promoting the world Communist movement. The nature and contents 
of the journal which it publishes, however, give an idea of its functions 
and the degree of influence exerted upon it by the Central Committees 
of the various Communist Parties. 


The first noteworthy point is the interval of five months which 
intervened between the decision to publish the journal and the appearance 
of its first issue. Evidently, this is to be explained by internal disagreements 
over the character of the new journal and the selection of its chief editor and 
other responsible personnel. The editor-in-chief, according to Rude Pravo 
of August 28, 1958, is Rumyantsev, a member of the Soviet Party Central 
Committee and, until May 1958, editor of Kommunist, the chief Soviet 
Party theoreticai journal. It is noteworthy that the Soviet press did not 
draw attention to this fact. Pravda reported merely that at the end of August , 
1958, Rumyantsev spoke at a press conference in Prague "on behalf of the 
editorial committee. '' The Soviet Party Central Committee's 1958 order 
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releasing Rumyantsev from his duties as editor-in-chief of Kommunist , 
transferring Konstantinov from his post as head of the Central Committee's 
propaganda section to fill Rumyantsev's post and appointing Leonid F. Ilichev, 
chief of the Press Department of the USSR's Foreign Ministry to Konstantinov's 
position, provoked much discussion at the time. The reason for these 

shifts is now clear: The Central Committee evidently attached even greater 
importance to the new journal Problems Of Peace And Socialism than 

to its own political organ Kommunist. It should also be noted that the 

most important appointment on the editorial Staff of the new journal 

went to a nominee of the Soviet Party Central Committee, although the new 
journal's editorial board includes representatives of all the Communist 

Parties which are members of the new ''Comintern. "' 


The list of contributors to the new publication allows certain 
political conclusions to be drawn. In the eighteen issues that have appeared 
up to March, 1960, no more than 12 per cent of the articies were written 

by Soviet authors. ‘These are either political theoreticians, or Party men 
of lesser importance, such as Ponomarev, Rumyantsev, Ilichev, Viktor 
M. Churaev (chief of the Central Committee's section for Party organs), 
and Zhukov (of the State Committee for Cultural Relations), theoreticians 
include Pavel Yudin, G. Glezerman, B. Leibzon, Ts. Stepanyan, 

D. Chesnokov and G. Uidzhabaev. Other Communist Parties, however, 
are represented by such front-rank names as Antonin Novotny, Jacques 
Duclos, Ferenc Munnich, Janos Kadar, May Reimann, William Foster, 
Vitorio Cordovilla, Otto Grotewohl, Wilhelm Pieck, Edward Ochab, 
Viliam Siroky, Harry Pollitt, D.N. Aidit, Adam Rapacki, Palmiro 
Togliatti and Liu Shao-Chi. 


-~-Non-Soviet Writers Contradict Khrushchev Line-- 


One might think that the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union was modestly hiding its light under a bushel. In fact, 
however, a consideration of the contents of the journal of the new Prague 
"Comintern" center leads to ‘another conclusion. Despite its ostensible 
aims, the new journal ignored Khrushchev's theoretical reflections about 
the building of Communism which he delivered at the Twenty-First Party 
Congress. The leading article of issue No. 2 for 1959, entitled ''The 
Victorious March of Communism, '' which was devoted to this congress 
and the Seven-Year Plan adopted by it, makes no mention of Khrushchev 
whatever. Particularly interesting in this connection is the article ''The 
Victory of Marxism in China" (1959, No. 10), contributed by Liu Shao-Chi, 
President of the Chinese People's Republic. This contains several points 
which obviously conflict with Khrushchev's point of view on world Communism. 


(more) 


. 

‘ 


The most important of these are: (1) The Chinese Revolution owes its success 
to the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party alone, without any help 
from outside. (2) The Chinese (not the Soviet) Revolution ''exercises an 
enormous attractive force’ and is an example to all the peoples in the backward 
countries who have experienced the yoke of imperialism. (3) The creation 
of the people's communes is an achievement to be admired, and all negative 


criticism of them whether from within or from outside Communist China is 
unjustified. 


Khrushchev , of course,has subjected the methods. by which the 
people's communes were set up to severe criticism. At the Twenty-First 
Party Congress, he maintained that no country can avoid the phase of 
building socialism by creating Communist social forms straight away. 


All this goes to show that the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is 
by no means the unchallenged master of the new journal. In deciding a number 
of problems concerning the international Communist movement, including the 
"creative development" of Marxist-Leninist theory, the nature of the 

ransition to socialism and Communism in Communist bloc countries, and 

the coordination of the economic, political and cultural activities of the various 


Communist Parties, the Kremlin has actually been obliged to forego its 
prerogatives. 


--New Prague ''Comintern'' Center Combats Post-Stalin Communist Splits-- 


Thus, the functions of the new secret Communist center in Prague 
may be compared to those of the old Comintern, since they are considerably 
broader in scope than those of the Cominform, which comprised only eight 
European Communist Parties——- those of the USSR, Poland, Rumania, 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Hungary, France and Italy. The new center 

was an inevitable consequence of the centrifugal tendencies which had come 
into being in the world Communist movement, especially after the denigration 
of Stalin at the Twentieth Party Congress in 1956. It should not, however, 

be regarded as an anti-Khrushchev or anti-Kremlin orthodox Communist 
coalition. It is rather a modus vivendi among the members of the world 
Communist movement in which the places of honor have been given to the 
Soviet leaders, while political and theoretical policy is by no means always 
determined in accordance with the desires of Khrushchev and the Soviet 

Party Central Committee. 
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